
 

 

Delonix regia (Boj. Ex Hook.) Raf. 

Family: Fabaceae 

 

Common name: Royal poinciana  

Vernacular name: ഗു׬മ ോഹ׫ 

Nativity:  Madagascar  

Habit: Tree 

Habitat: Deciduous forests                                                                        

IUCN Status: Least Concerned  

Keynotes: The flowers of Delonix regia are large, with four spreading 

scarlet or orange-red petals up to 8 cm long, and a fifth upright petal 

called the standard, which is slightly larger and spotted with yellow 

and white. They appear in corymbs along and at the ends of 

branches. The naturally occurring variety flavida has yellow flowers. 

The pods are green and flaccid when young and turn dark-brown and 

woody. They can be up to 60 cm long and 5 cm  wide. The seeds are 

small, weighing around 0.4 grams on average. The compound leaves 

have a feathery appearance and are a characteristic light, bright 

green. Each leaf is 30–50 cm long with 20 to 40 pairs of primary 

leaflets or pinnae, each divided into 10–20 pairs of secondary leaflets 

or pinnules. Pollen grains are elongated, approximately 52 µm in 

size. 

 

Uses:  In some countries, Delonix regia has used as a medicinal agent 

to treat some disorders, such as constipation, inflammation, 

rheumatoid arthritis, diabetes, pneumonia, and malaria. 
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